
Why Comics?

PositiveNegatives’ Education Project  



Welcome to Why Comics?, PositiveNegatives’ Education 
Project Prototype. We hope that you enjoy using it. 

It is based on Merha’s Story, our latest comic based on 
research by the Overseas Development Institute, Journeys to 
Europe, recently launched and animated by The Huffington 
Post.

Alongside some of the comic panels are interactive coloured
boxes that you can click on to find out more about a 
particular subject. 

At the end of the comic are discussion questions you can raise 
with your class. 

Why Comics?

PositiveNegatives’ Education Project  

http://positivenegatives.org/about/
http://www.odi.org/publications/10317-journeys-europe-role-policy-migrant-decision-making
http://testkitchen.huffingtonpost.com/Fleeing-into-the-Unknown/panel-1/


Here, we follow the story of a young Eritrean woman caught up in a 
vicious smuggling chain across mountains, oceans and deserts, trying to 
escape persecution from the small, secretive East African nation. 

Every month, thousands of Eritreans attempt to flee repression, torture 
and indefinite forced conscriptions by embarking on a dangerous 
journey to Europe. 

Many of them put their fate in the hands of human smugglers and travel 
thousands of miles in the hope of finding a better life. These men, women 
and children make up just some of the over one million migrants and 
refugees who have sought asylum in Europe this past year.

We’d really appreciate it if you can fill in a short anonymous 
SurveyMonkey questionnaire at the end.

Thank you very much.

About Merha’s Story: Fleeing into the Unknown

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2GLXZ7J




Where is 

Eritrea?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13349078
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13349078
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13349078


Read more about 

Eritrea’s Military 

Service 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/12/eritrea-refugees-fleeing-indefinite-conscription-must-be-given-safe-haven/
http://www.economist.com/blogs/baobab/2014/03/national-service-eritrea
http://www.economist.com/blogs/baobab/2014/03/national-service-eritrea


Eritrea World 

Bank 

Economic 

Statistics 

http://data.worldbank.org/country/eritrea#cp_gep
http://data.worldbank.org/country/eritrea#cp_gep
http://data.worldbank.org/country/eritrea#cp_gep


Human Rights 

Watch 2015  

Eritrea

Report

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2015/country-chapters/eritrea
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2015/country-chapters/eritrea
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2015/country-chapters/eritrea
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2015/country-chapters/eritrea






Trace migration 

routes through 

Africa

https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/interactive/2015/06/19/migration-journeys-european-union
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/interactive/2015/06/19/migration-journeys-european-union
https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/interactive/2015/06/19/migration-journeys-european-union


Where is Hitsats

refugee camp?

https://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM-Eritrean-Refugee-Relocation-Assistance-Infographics-24-Feb-2015.pdf
https://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM-Eritrean-Refugee-Relocation-Assistance-Infographics-24-Feb-2015.pdf
https://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM-Eritrean-Refugee-Relocation-Assistance-Infographics-24-Feb-2015.pdf




Watch documentary following the 

train of people smugglers

http://narrate.news.sky.com/people-smuggler/
http://narrate.news.sky.com/people-smuggler/
http://narrate.news.sky.com/people-smuggler/




Sudan 

Country 

Profile

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14094995
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14094995
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14094995






Watch and listen to one man’s 

story of what it is like to reach 

the Mediterranean  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kEaiKJFJXZ0&feature=youtu.be+Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kEaiKJFJXZ0&feature=youtu.be+Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kEaiKJFJXZ0&feature=youtu.be+Video


Learn about the people 

helping migrants who 

crossed the Mediterranean 

http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/europe-central-asia/italy/red-cross-staff-and-volunteers-assist-migrants-on-their-arrival-in-europe-68484/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/europe-central-asia/italy/red-cross-staff-and-volunteers-assist-migrants-on-their-arrival-in-europe-68484/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/europe-central-asia/italy/red-cross-staff-and-volunteers-assist-migrants-on-their-arrival-in-europe-68484/




Explore more of the 

Calais Jungle 

http://www.theguardian.com/media/ng-interactive/2015/aug/10/migrant-life-in-calais-jungle-refugee-camp-a-photo-essay
http://www.theguardian.com/media/ng-interactive/2015/aug/10/migrant-life-in-calais-jungle-refugee-camp-a-photo-essay
http://www.theguardian.com/media/ng-interactive/2015/aug/10/migrant-life-in-calais-jungle-refugee-camp-a-photo-essay






What happens to 

asylum seekers when 

they reach the UK?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-33729417


Many people aided 

Merha on her way to 

the UK, read about 

one man’s efforts to 

help migrants 

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/04/21/the-anchor


Have questions or want 

to learn more about 

others like Merha? Click 

here

http://www.odi.org/odi-on/3041-migration-refugees
http://www.odi.org/odi-on/3041-migration-refugees
http://www.odi.org/odi-on/3041-migration-refugees


CLASSROOM 
DISCUSSION POINTS

1. What are your initial reflections on Merha’s story? How do her 

experiences differ from what you hear in the media?

2. How and why was Merha displaced? Is she a migrant or a refugee?

3. How has she adapted to what has happened to her? How do you 

think she feels?

4. What would you have done in her situation?

5. How should refugees and asylum seekers such as Merha be 

integrated into our society?

6. What are her options now that she's arrived in London? 

7. How did the authorities treat Merha?

8. How does the media report these issues in different contexts? (e.g. 

in the UK or Eritrea, or different right or left-wing newspapers such as 

the Guardian, Times or Sun). 

9. Is it always easy to spot when a news article is biased? (e.g. anti-

refugees) Find an example when this is more subtle.  

10. How are you different, and similar to Merha?



Thank you very much.

We’d really appreciate it if you can fill out 
a short anonymous SurveyMonkey

questionnaire to help us develop and 
improve the project.

You can see more information about 
what the finished project will look like on 

the next slides. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2GLXZ7J


This gives an indication of what the finished 
interactive educational platform will look like.

A parallel learning layer will smoothly appear 
alongside each comic panel. You can see a 

short video on the next slide.

https://youtu.be/bPuryskJXd4


This short video gives an indication of what the 
finished interactive educational platform will 

look like.

A parallel learning layer will smoothly appear 
alongside each comic panel. 

Video link, 

developed by 

IDEO

https://youtu.be/bPuryskJXd4
https://youtu.be/bPuryskJXd4
https://youtu.be/bPuryskJXd4
http://testkitchen.huffingtonpost.com/Fleeing-into-the-Unknown/panel-1/
https://youtu.be/bPuryskJXd4


The Why Comics? Education Project can be 
used in the following subjects:

Personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) 
education / Citizenship 
English Language / English Literature
Geography / History / Psychology 
Art / Media / Drama
Information Computing / Technology



We’re intending to develop this Why 
Comics? prototype into an interactive 

educational platform (using multiple comics 
from our portfolio) to be implemented in 

schools from September 2016. 

If you would like any more information or 
would like to be involved, please contact 

comics@positivenegatives.org
Thank you.   

http://positivenegatives.org/comics/
mailto:comics@positivenegatives.org?subject=Why Comics? PositiveNegatives' Education Project

