
I’m so excited that school is
finally done! I can’t wait

to start college with Mwe Leng and
Hseng Mawn!

We’re going to have
so much fun.

...and study like
good kids!

Of course!



Yes!
Freedom, finally!

 Hi...
my name is 

Sai Sai.
Hello.

I’m Nang Nang.

Let’s go out tonight! 
Come on, we could go out

to that new bar...
or even KTV!



I feel so lost ever since my mae
passed away. She was always supportive 
of my decision to leave home and come 
here to study. Paw has decided to marry

a girl my age now! I don’t like it.

I’m sorry to hear about
your mae, Sai Sai.

Here, why don’t you try this?
Min Hliang and I have been

taking it for almost
a year now.

Sai Sai soon learns
how to take formula
by himself by mixing
the opium he buys
with cough syrup
from the pharmacy.

Yeah, you’ve really
got to try it, Sai Sai!
‘Formula’ helps me    

get rid of all the thoughts        
which were troubling me.           

Be a man, try it!               

I’l l try it.



Sai Sai, I’m so stressed!
I just can’t seem to
focus. I don’t remember
anything I’ve learnt and
there’s so much
pressure to do well...
I just want to be
able to relax..

If you want to,
you could always
try some of this...
It might help you

relax.

Maybe it can take 
the stress away.

...okay
I’l l have some

then.



She and Sai Sai take it together. Soon their spending increases to 20,000 kyats per day,
when they also buy other drugs.

She buys yaba
(methamphetamine pil ls)

from someone outside campus
because she feels like she needs

more energy to get through the day.

Nang Nang is now taking
formula two or three times
a day on most days.

Nang Nang starts to give
Sai Sai the money
that her parents send her
to go to university
to finance their drug use. 

Sometimes
spending as much as

15,000 kyats.

She buys yaba
(methamphetamine pil ls)

from someone outside campus
because she feels like she needs

more energy to get through the day.

Report Card

She and Sai Sai take it together. Soon their spending increases to 20,000 kyats per day,
when they also buy other drugs.



I’m running out of the money
that my parents have sent me.

You’re not earning
anything either.

Don’t worry! I spoke to
a friend of mine and he’l l give me

a small quantity of drugs
to start selling from next week.

We can earn a bit more
money this way.



Mother and father would be
devastated if they found out.
I can’t possibly confront them

about this. I should just stay back here
and not go home at all.

You have to come home
and spend time with us

Nang Nang.
We’re going to stop your

allowance
if you don’t visit.

I get so bored at home!
Besides, I’ve been going to

Thingyan all my life.
I don’t want to come. I’m going to 
stay back and spend time with
Mwe Leng and Hseng Mawn

here! 



Nang Nang
where are you?

I have come home,
my parents

wanted me to.

I have some bad news.
Sai Sai was stopped by
the police one evening at

a checkpoint...
He has been arrested
for selling drugs. I cannot believe

this!
Where have

they held him?

He’s now at
the Taunggyi prison..

I just want to see
him and make sure

he’s okay...

But what if I get
into trouble as well?



I was only carrying a few
pil ls, Nang Nang. They arrested me

anyway. I guess the police needed to reach
their quota for the month... I can’t believe 
I’ve been sentenced to so many years..
I don’t know what to do, some people
I know here are stil l selling drugs...

maybe I’l l join them.

Sai Sai, please
don’t do that.

Maybe it is time for us
to give up. Everyone
looks at us like we’re

criminals.

I don’t like college
anymore, mae!

I don’t want to go back.
Please let me stay

at home.

No, you shouldn’t
discontinue midway.

This is such an important
time of your life.

If you’re
not going back

to college,
we’re not
giving you
any more
money.



I’m so upset and
stressed;

I just need drugs
right now.

We should have never
let you leave home!

When did you start taking
‘Formula’? You must seek
medical treatment now!

We didn’t raise
you to be like this!

Why would you steal money?
You should have talked

to us about it. 



I don’t know whether
to feel sad or angry.

I knew she was stressed
from studying but how could

she do this?

It is totally
unacceptable,

what wil l everyone
think?

I’m sorry,
but we can’t treat you

here for this.
You must go to a treatment

centre in Taunggyi.

Paw, Mae,
you don’t
understand.

I don’t want
to go there,

I can’t!



I’ve heard of stories
from Hseng Mawn.

There are too many men there.
I don’t feel safe.

She also told me about
how expensive it is.

There are no local centres,
so I would have to go all
the way to Taunggyi.

I would have to pay for both
the treatment

as well as living costs.

And it doesn’t work!
She even stayed there for

a few months.

But when she came back
to campus

she was back on drugs.

They are everywhere
because they are

so cheap...
you can’t escape them.

Besides,
what wil l I tell the girls

in my college?
They already look at me

differently because
they just see me as

an addict.

Nobody
talks to me.


