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Algeria

The national tragedy of a decade of violent conflict in the 1990s, following
the cancellation of elections and subsequent Islamist insurgency,
devastated Algeria. Assassinations and massacres touched almost all
sections of society, from journalists, teachers, and their pupils, artists,
working women, lawyers and state officials, to anyone classed as a traitor
if they did not support the Islamist project. With often equally violent state
responses, Algerians were trapped in a cycle of violence that only ended
with president Bouteflika’s Reconciliation Charter in the early 2000s. This
charter was also contested. Though it ended the violence, it did not bring
truth or justice to the families of the victims. Young people were
particularly affected by the traumas of the 1990s, with many losing their
childhoods, educational opportunities, mental health as well as access to
public spaces.

Whereas there is significant research on the role of young people in
violent conflict, this study focuses on the role of young people in the
period ending the conflict, in rebuilding Algeria. In particular, it explores
their activism in associations and social enterprises, and since 2019, in
the widespread social movement known as the Hirak. We interviewed
young people engaged in civil society and political activism in the Hirak as
part of the second wave of the Arab Uprisings. We also provided training
programmes for youth entrepreneurship, in response to the needs
identified through the initial research.




ALGERIAN HIRAK | SOMETIMES CALLED
THE REVOLUTION OF SMILES, waS A
PEACEFUL MOBILISATION OF ALGERIAN
Youry .

STARTING ON (6TH FERRUARY 2019,Six
DAYS AFTER BOUTEFLIKA ANNOUNCED
HIS CANDIDACY FOR A FI(FTH
PRES(DENTIAL TERM.

THEY PROTECTED THE poLice AND ARMY FROM
HARM [ AND USED ART AND MUSIC TO SHPRE
MESSAGES - THEY DRESSED IN REGJONAL
TRADITIONAL CLOTHING To SHOW THE
IMPORTANCE OF UN(TING PEOPLE,

RES PECTING AND VALUING DIFFERENCE -

TUE PROTESTS LED THE MILITARY

To (INSIST ON PRESIDENT ABDELAZIZ

BOUTEFLIKA'S IMMEDIATE RESIGNATION,
WHICH TO0K PLACE ON 2.nd APRIL 2019.

DURING Gl WEEKS OF MARCHES, IN CITIES
ACROSS ALGERIA ; YOUNG PEOPLE CHANTED
N\ “SILMIYA" MEAN ING
“PEACEFUL" TO PREVENT
ANY FORM OF VIOLENCE .

W/

THE YOUTH-LED DEMONSTRATIONS INCWDED
CAUS TO COMMEMORATE THOSE WHo LoST
THEIR LIVES (N THE CONFLICT KNOWN AS
THE BLACK DECADE, DURING THE 1990°S.




DEMAND (NG A VOICE AND BETTER ’
0PPORTUNITIES , THEY ALSO DREW ON ALGERIAS
REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY, THE WAR OF
INDEPENDENCE (\954—1(962)

THE ALGERIAN ACADEM(C AND ACTIVIST HAMZA
HAMOUCHENE DESCRIBED THE EVENTS THAT TOOK
PLACE IN ALGERIA DURING 2019-2021 AS TRULY

HISTORIC .

UTHE HIRAK 1S UNIQUE IN (TS HUGE SCALE,
PERCEFUL CHARACTER, AND NATIONAL SPREAD’

THE DEMONSTRATIONS WERE FRAMED AS A
CONTINVATION OF THE FIGHT AGAINST
COLONIALISM AND THE STRVUGGLE FoR
DEMOCRACY AND JUSTICE-




| PPRTICIPATED IN AW Twe MARCHES. IT FECT So
IMPORTANT TO (CoNTRIBUTE AND DEMAND Jumce. y.

WE FELT WE COULD ND [ONGER ACCEPT THE

GOVERNMENT HUMILIATING US WITH ‘AL HOGRA

(DISDAIN/ DISRESPECT FRom THE STRTE 0oR
PUBLIC BODIES).

(T FELT IMPORTANT FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR
COUNTRY THAT WE ORGANISED AND MADE
GURSELVES HEARD.




WE DECIDED To DEMONSTRATE PEACEFULLY AND
RESPECTFULLY, (T WAS THRILLING TO FEEL THAT
WE WERE ACTUALLY MAKING AN IMPACT.

IT FELT UKE WE WERE (N THE PROCESS OF A WE SHOWED TUE POSTIVITY OF ALGERIAN YouTH,
TRUE REVOLUTION - OLDER PEOPLE STRRTED TO

AND OUR DESIRE FOR A DECENT LIFE - WE ARE
DISCOVER THAT WE ARE CAPRBLE OF MAKING A MAKING 0PPORTUNITIES,AND TRYING Tb INSPIRE
DIFFERENCE AND HAVE THE CAPPCITY TO OTHER YOUNOG PEOPLE .
CONTRIBUTE -

| AM AN ARTIST, IKNOW How
POWERFUL \MAGES CAN BE.

SIMNPLE ACTS LIKE CLEANING

THE STREETS AFTER THE PROTESTS
SHOWED THAT WE CARED FOR
OUR COMMUNITY AND
OUR COUNTRY.

LAST YEAR WE PAINTED THE WALLS OF
OUR CITy, WE CLEANED UP THE HISTORIC
QUARTER ; WE PLANTED TREES AND PUT
PARTWORK ON THE WALLS.
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WE FOCUSED ON BRINGING PEOPLE TOOETHER
WHO DIDN'T KNOW EACH OTHER .

PEOPLE TRLKED TV EACH OTHER , THANKS TD
THE HWRAK, IN SPITE OF THE REPRESSION .
THIS IS A VICTORY.

WHEN WE WERE TRKEWN INTO CUSTOPY,
ALOERIANS FROom THE NORTH 0F THE
COUNTRY WOULD MOBILISE TO DEFEND
THOSE FROM THE SOUTH AND VICE VERSA-
AS A RESULT OF OUR ACTIONS, THINGS
HAVE CHANGED -

INCP\EASlN(oLY, THE STATE (S NOW USTENING
T S, AND THERE ARE OPPORTUNITIES FoR
PARTICIPATIONS IN POL(TICAL LIFE. THESE
ARE MODEST DEVELOPMENTS BUT THEY ARE

HELPINQ TO BUILD THE CONFIDENCE OF
THE MOUNG. :

WE MUST STRY VIGILANT AND EXPRESS

OVRSELVES . ALONGSIDE MY UNIVERS (T

ART STUDIES I'mM CURRENTLY RUNNING

WORKSHOPS Td TEACH STUDENTS PUBLIC
SPEAKING -

\
I

]

[ THERE 1S STILL A LoT T0 DO, AND THERE ARE Y|

STILL MANY PROBLEMS. WE ARE NOT NAIVE;

\ THERE ARE ALSO NEW RISKS .

| FOUNDED A CLUB CALLED “THE FLOOR IS MINE"
T HeLPS STUDENTS HAVE CONFIDENCE AND
DELICVER PRESENTATIONS IN g PROFESSIONAL
WAY . COMMUNICATION (S EVERYTHING .




IN 2019, | WENT WITH mY mum AND DAD
TO THE MARCHES .

WE  WERE FIGHTING FOR THE FUTURE OF ALOERIA .
L LOVE MY COuNTRY SO MUCH .

<

| T WAS DIFFICULT FOR MY PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS,
AND THE(R PARENTS WHO LIVEP THROUGH WAR .
WE HAVE To PREVENT THAT FROM HAPPENING

AGAKIN .

1

WE NEED TD PROTECT ALGERIA. WE HAVE A LoNG,

RICH AND IMPORTANT HISTORY THAT WE STUDY
AT SCHooL.,

WE LIKE TO REPRESENT THUESE DIFFERENT TRADIMONS
WHENEVER WE CAN | IN CELEBRATIONS,




EACH YEAR ON TUE FIRST OF JUNE MY
SCHOOL MARKS THE 'INTERNATIONAL DAY
0F THE CHILD, SET UP BY THE NATIONAL
HUMAN RIGHUTS COUNCIL. WE ALL
CELEBRATED OVR ALGERIAN CULTURAL
HER ITRGE ALONOCIDE CHILDREN'S RIGHTS .

| FIND T REALLY UPSETTING AND |
WANT TO FIND A SOLUTION AND
IMPROVE OUR ENVIRONMENT. AT
SCHoOL | JOINED THE ECO CWVB-

THROVGH THE CLUB ('vE
PLANTED TREES. THE
SCHOOL LOOKS BETTER AND cLepN
NOW. SoMenmes
£ -~ - WEEKENDS .

WE ALSO GO OUT WALKING

VP THE FORESTS, AND
THE BEACH ON THE




THE STVDENTS FRom THE UNIVERSITY ARE
FUN( THEN TRKE US THERE AND ORGANISE
EVERYTHING -

WE SING SONGS ON THE BUS.

SOMETIMES, | WONDER WHRT [WILL BE ‘
WHEN | GROW P2 WHAT JOB COULD | D0? |

| HOPE | CAN HelP OTHER PEOPLE
AND ALSO TRAVEL THE WORLD -

WE NEED TO (00K AFTER THE
ENVIRONMENT; SO MAYBE | CAN
_ D0 A JOB TURT PROTECTS NATURE.




| UAVE RECENTLY HAD TUE OPPORTUNITY TO
TAKE PART (N LEADERSHIP SKILLS AND TRAINING

IN ENTREPRENEVRSHIP.

2

QT TOOK PLACE (N TME DESERT MANY mwes
| AWAY. \

et

WE LEARNT HOW TO PLAN QUR PROJECTS, BUT
ALSO HOW TO COMMUNICATE AND SHARE 0UR
PASSION AND [DEAS MORE EFFECT\VELY

[ AN NOW USING THIS EXPERIENCE AND
KNOWLEDOE TO HELP ESTABUSH A NEW
CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION .

| WANT TO USE MY SKILLS AS A SCENTIST FROM
MY UNIVERSITY DEGREE, TO SHARE [NFoRMATION  [o®
AND AWRRENESS ABOUT TUE ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE. [




THIS AW STARTED FOR ME AT UNIVERS (TY, THEY
NAD AN ENTREPRENEUVRSHIP CENTRE AND You WE TooK FRUITS FRom
COULD SET UP A PROJECT INSTEAD OF A THESIS. NAT\VE PAUN TREES, LIKE DATES,

WITH SOME FRIENDS WE CREATED A START-YP AND CREATED NEW PRODVCTS .
THEN WE USED OUR SoCIAL

ENTERPRISE .
MEDIA MARKETING SKILLS
TO SEWL THEM ONLINE -

- -
[T 1S REALLY IMPORTANT TD ME THAT WE
PROTECT ouR ENVIRONMENT; BOTH on SEA
AND LAND. THE HIRAK MOVEMENT REALLY

DID CHANGE PEOPLE'S MIND-SETS. ‘

S

DOING SOMETHING GOOD AND POSITIVE WA
PART OF CREATING THE 'NEW ALOERIA' THAT

N PROTELT I MOKE ENGAGED SO MANY ASPIRED TO- CHANGE WAS POSMVE .

IN' PROTECTING THEIR LocAL 0

ENVIRONMENT:




[AM ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE LOCAL EVEN (N THE DESERT, WHEN TWUE OUVED

ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION . WE FOCUS (DESERT RIVER) FLOODS, IT CAM BE
ON PROTECTING THE LAND AND PEOPLE CATASTROPHIC .
FRom FLOQD (N@. FLOODING IS A MAJOR

BUT THERE ARE TRAD(MONAL WAYS TD

RISK - PROTECT OURSELVES FROM [T:

IT WST REQUIRES EXPERTISE AND VALVING WE ARE TRYING T0 FIND WAYS TO ENCOURAGE
TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE . YoUN® PEOPLE WANT YoUN® PEOPLE TO STAY ON THE LAND  NoT

T0 DO THAT. ABANDON T AND GO T0 THE CAPITAL .

[ WE PRE TRYING TD BUILD A SECURE )
\ AND BETTER WORLD. i CommunITy 1§ IMPORTANT TO VS .
(F WE ALL WORK TDOETHER IN THIS WY

WE CAN COMBINE OUR SKILLS AND PROMOTE
A BETTER, MORE SUSTRINABLE FUTURE FOR

EVERY ONE .
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