PEACE (S MORE THAN
THE SILENCE
0F GUNS




Colombia

This case study examines how young people have been able to
participate in building peace in the country following the historic signing of
the Peace Accord in 2016. Working with the Youth Observatory at the
Javeriana University in Bogota, the project has interviewed youth peace
activists about their experiences, and hopes, of building peace in
2019-2020, as well as holding a series of roundtables and focus groups
with young people in 2022.

Colombian youth have been at the forefront of efforts to build peaceful
futures, even though they have often faced persecution for their work in
this regard. Young people have engaged at every level of society to
advocate for peace. As the country continues to struggle with the legacy
of decades of violence, and the challenges of building a long-term peace
which addresses the root causes of conflict, this research has asked how
young people contribute to this, and what kind of peace they hope to
build.




BY MAY 2024 0VER 3 MILLION YOUNG PEOPLE
A ' AGED |27 T0 28 WERE RECOGNISED AS
OVER THE pAST | Five DECARES |COLomBIA

; VICTIMS OF CONFLICT, CONSTITUNING 33%
AND TS YQUTH HAVE QUEBERED OF THE TOTAL yicTIMS.
INTERNAL  ARTMED CONFLICT. 2%

THE 'FALSE POSITIVES SCANDAL' REVEALEDP THAT
BETWEEN (990 AND 20(3 ARMED

BETWEEN 2007 AND 72008 THE COoLOMBIAN
ovPS FORCIBLY RECRVITED OVER ARMY HAD KILLED OVER 6000 CIVILIANS
e Fgo 000 MINORS MANY POOR YouN® MEN; PRESENTING THEM

. : AS LEFT-WING GUERILLAS IN ORDER TO

ENHANCE THEIR ComBAT STRTISTICS ANPD
OAIN AEWRRDS.

OVER DECADES, COLOMBIA'S GOVERNING
RIGHT-W (NG ELITES STOMATISED
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HUMAN RI6MTS AMVISTS
AS (SUBVERSIVES' THE CONFLICT: LEFT A
LEGACY OF PAIN, ABSENCE, AND UNCERTRINTY
FOR COLOMBIAN YOUTH.

THE 720lb PEACE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COLOMBIAN
GOVERNMENT AND REVOLUTIONARY ARMED FORCES OF
coLompip  (THE F.ARC) BROVGHT HOPE, SIGNALLING A
PATMWAY NOT ONLY TO THE END OF ARMED CONFLICT
BUT ALSO T® PURSVE QURAL DEVELOPMENT AND REFORMS,
CRUCIAL FOR ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF THE IOLENCE.




THE 2021 NATIONAL STRIKE PROTESTS MADE VISIBLE OTESTS RE MET EXCESSIVE
THe HISTORICAL CLAIMS OF MARGINALISED POPVLATIONS Etep\czp\w ES_:;{EAS "l;ouc?r(r(}:\oell.l:‘ ANTI-

IN THE COUNTRY. WITIALLY CONTESTING A REGRESSIVE
TRX. THESE PROTESTS QUICKLY EVOLVED (NTD A ROIT SQUAD) WHO PARTICULARLY TRRGETED

DROAVER MOVEMENT AGAINST CORAUPTION; VoUNG PEOPLE.
INEQUALITY, SLoW PEACE AGREEMENT
IMPLEMENTATION AND VJIOLENCE AGAINST SOCIAL

&

LEADERS.

ACROSS CITIES ( J0UNG PEOPLE ORGANISED THE STRIKE BECAME A CATALYST FoR

l‘:;l vﬁéslovég V\::?l\(& THEY PROTECTED CHANOGE | LEADING COLOMBIANS TO
0TESTO 0M POLICE VIOLENCE AS E-EXAMIN A

el e RE-EXAMINE THE(R PAST AND |MAGINE P

Ontiiron RecPlTE Fub collecTie NEW FUTVRE. YOUTH MORILISATION DURING

bl ™ “ THE STRIKE WAS ESSENTIAL TO PRESIDENT

CARE.
G '“ , _» GUSTAVO PETRO'S ELECTION (N 2022.

GRRETH SELLA | A YoUTH ACTIVIST WHOSE EYE
WAS SERfoUSLY INUVRED , BECAME THE
VICE-M(NISTER FOR YOVTH (N THE

PETRO GOVERNMENT. * PEACE (S MORE THAN TME £ILENCE

0F GUNS - \T MEANS LIVING wW (M
DIGN \TY- DEENT HOUSING,; J0BS,
QUALITY EDUCATION, AND ACCESS
TO HEALTH (ARE. IT'S ABOUT
PROTECTING OUR NATURE, QUR
FORESTS, MOUNTRINS  RIVERS, AND
SEAS AND CREAMING A SPACE
WHERE EVEAYONE CAN SPEAK VP
WI(THoyT FEAR OF STipmA.*




A3 A CHILD, | WAS DISPLACED BY ARMED
CONFLICT. | WAS CAUGHT IN THE MDDLE of
WAR, WHEN THE GUERILLAS AND THE ARMY
ENTERED MY FARM AND STARTED SHOOTING .

ONCE EVERYTHING HAD CALMED DOWN ; WHEN

MY FATHER RETURNED, HE WOULD HU6 ME AND

SAY, “EVERYTHING IS ARI6HT" AND | WOULD
FEEL AT PEACE.

BULLDING PEACE CAN BE GIVING SOMEONE A HYb:
IT CAN BE GIVING SOMEONE A KISS WHEN THEY
FEEL LIKE THEY CAN'T GO ON ANYMORE AND
ARE FALLING APART . 1
___4

BUILDING PEACE IS TURNING AL THE NEGATWE

THINGS THAT HAPPENED IN YOUR LIFE INTD

SOMETHING POSITWE SO THAT You (AN
HELP OTHERS .




| KNOW LOTS OF YOoUuNG PEOPLE WHO |
ENGRGE N A WHOLE RANGE OF ActiviTies | |
TO SUPPORT PEACE, SADLY THE FUlL |
BREADTH OF THOSE ACTWVITIES OFTEN
60 UNRECOGNISED . -

WHRAT WE ARE ABLE TO
DO ALL DEPENDS oN THE RESOURCES WE
HAVE AT HAND. A YoUNG PERSONS CAPACITY
S AFFECTED BY THE CONTEXT THEV ARE
ACTING (N, THEIR OWN |DENTITY, THEIR
60ALS AND LIFE STRGE, OFTEN THey TRY
TO HAVE AN IMPACT N MULTIPLE WAYS
SIMULTANEOUSLY . ~

| DECIDED THAT | WANTED T° BECOME
A PEACE LIBRARIAN, A ROLE [NITIATED
BY THE MINISTRY OF CULTVRE To

CONTRIBUTE TO THE TRVTH COMMISSION
AND PARTICIPATION |N P.D.E.T.

(TERRITORIALLY FOWSED DEVELOPMENT
PLANS) ACNIVITIES IN DIFFERENT

WHAT 1S REALLY [MPORTANT TD ME IS

THAT T HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE

NAT\ONAL GOVERNMENT AND

IMPLEMENTEP BY LocaL AND REGIONAL
' AVTHOR(TIES .

IT FELT vITAL TO BE PART OF THE
OFFICIAL PROCESSES AND (NITIATIVES,
TO HAVE A WIDE REACHING IMPACT-
AS YoUNG PEOPLE WE HAVE

BEEN INCLUDED IN DIFFERENT
INITIATIVES .




WE HAVE BEEN WORKING THROUGH WE HAVE DEMANDED | oTH FROM THE
MANY ACT\WVITIES IN DEFENCE OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE NATIONAL
2016 HAVANA PEACE AGREEMENTS WITH LIBERRTION ARMY THAT THeY ST
THE F-A-R.C-, WHICH PROVIDED AN DOWN FOR NEGOTIATIONS .
AMBITIOUS PEACE BUILPING AGENDA.

e,

f PoR UIAGLoMBIA

| HAVE ALSO TAKEN ON THE ROLE OF

PRESIDENT OF A MUNICIPAL LEVEL y
YOUTH PLATFORM, AND BEEN THE ( |IT FEELS EMPOWER NG TO BE PART
LEADER OF A PROJECT ON GENDER- _OF THESE IMPORTANT PROJECTS .

BASED VIOLENCE .

FRIENDS 0F MINE HAVE ALSO BEEN SUPPORTING
OTHER LOCAL PEACE BUILDING IN\TIAT) VES,
MAKING SURE THERE IS YouTH PARTICIPATION

WITHIN SPACES PROVIDED BY LocplL
AUTHORITIES.

| WOULD LOVUE TO CONTINUE T0
WORK IN THIS WAY, EVEN
COULABORATE WITH EXTERNAL OR
INTERNAT\ONAL AGENCIES LIKE
THE UNITED NATIONS - [ WANT TD
HELP SHAPE COLOMRIA'S FUTURE.

PALZ




| FEEL VERY LUCKY TD BE
COLOMBIAN .

COLOMBIA 1S THE SECOND MOST B(OOIvfﬂa
COUNTRY IN THE WORLD .

TOURISTS SEE THE ROLLING GREEN HILLS
EXPANSIVE VALLEYS AND moUNTIANS DOTTED
WITH LITTLE TOWNS ... y

THEY VISIT ovg
BEATIFUL COFFEE
REGIONS ...

THEY VISIT QUR CimES, BUSTUNG
AND FULL OF UIFE. ..

OR VENTVRE (NTD THE AMAZONIAN
RAINFOREST, ANDEAN MOUNTIANS. ..

THEY ENJOY THE PPCIFIC OCEAN
ANO CARIBEAN SEA. - -

BUT coLomsian PEOPLE AND
NATVRE HAVE BEEN DEEPLY
AFFECTED BY DE(ADES OF
ARMED coNFLICT.

SOOI




WHEN | FINISHED HIGH SCHOOL | CHooSE
To STUDY LAW AND POLIT|CAL SCIENCE
AT UNIVERSITY IN BOGOTR, wHICH |
REALLY EMNJONED BUT | Coulpn'T

IT FELT THAT THE DOORS HAD CLOSED
ON MY DREPM oF BECOMING A LAWYER.
BUT BEING BACK IN THIS LANDSCAPE |
REALISED NATVRE TRULY PROVIDES
PEACE AND (LAR(TY.

FINISH MY STUDIES BECAUSE OF A LACK

OF RESOVRCES, AND | HAD TV Come
HOME.
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| REALISED THAT | WANTED Tu FO(VS ON
TERRITORIAL PEACE, WHICH \ BEL(EvE
IS ROOTED (N THE \NTERCONNECTEDNESS

OF PEOPLE, LAND,
WITHOUT NATURE WE CANNOT BUVILD
OUR SOCIETV.

AND ECOLOGY .
b Y ey

IN OTHER WoRDS, WE ALL -DEPEND ON
WATER, WE ALL DEPEND ON AIR QUALITY,
AND WE ALL DEPEND oN THE HARMONY
OF OUR SURROUNDINGS TO MA(NTRIN

INTEGR(TY N OUR THOUGHTS | FEELINGS,
AND EMOTIONS .

A Blo PART F THIS 1S ABOVT

RESTORING RELATIONS 0F CARE
AND PRESERVING CAMPESING, INDIGENOUS,
AFRO-COLOMBIAN AVTONOMY AND INDENTITY
ALL OF WHICH PRE INTRINSICALLY LINKED TO
THE LAND AND TERRITORY,

THIS HASL (ED Mme
TO WORK wWITH
DIFFERENT
ENVIRONMENTRL
ORGANISATIONS TO HELP
SUPPORT THESE
WMMUNITIES .




= Y
 WE SEEK T BUILD PEACE THROUOH (ITIZEN
PARTICIPATION AND COLECTIVE ACTION,
EMPHAS(SING THE IMPORTANCE OF
NURTURING THE LAND, CARING FOR (ROPS
AND LOCAL SPECIES, AND REPAIRING
THE SoUAL AND EcoLOGICAL
FABRIC DAMAGED
BY CONFLICT-

X y
2 PP
[ ALSO WORK WITH VVLNERABLE YoVTH

b 5 :
IN THE MUNICIPALITY THROUGH A CHRRITY ‘ -
WE HAVE ESTABLISHED. | TRKE THEM 0N H(KES TO
PROTECTED AREAS, TO SET BOUNDARIES BY CREATING
PATHWAYS. WE MARK THE WATER COVRSES AND MAXIMUM
FLOOD (EVELS, WHICH ARE VIOLATED DVE TO THE
|GNORANCE OF FARMERS AND |ARGE LANDOWNERS, wWHO
CARE LITTLE ABOUT THE NATURE THAT
BENEFIS THE Loch(
PEOPLE.

IT S ESSENTIAL FOR YOUNG6 PEOPLE TO
INTERACT PIRECTLY WITH NATVRE
BECAUSE OF ALL THAT ANGER, ALL
THAT DISCONTENT, WE TO THE .
GREAT [NEQVALITY AND FRUSTRATIONS
THEY FEEL.

WE ALL NEED TO FEEL THE
FREEDOM 0F MOVEMENT. ..

%o,

P

BEING IN NATURE (S RESTORATIVE . TO WALK
FREELY THROUGH ANY TERR(TORY, WHATEVER
\T MAY BE, MAKES YoU FEEL FREE . NoT
ENCOUNTERING SOMEONE WHO THREATENS
YOUR SAFETY IS ONE 0F THE MAIN
CONDITIONS Fop PEACE -

«AND THE CONTINUVITY AND RENEWAL
FOUND WITHIN THE CYCLES oF NATVRE.




I'Mm A STUDENT AT pup(c
BUT IN MY SPARE TIME 1| USED TO

PRRTICIPATE IN AN VRBAN GARDEN
PROJECT wI(TH my SISTER | (N MY
NEIOGHBOVRHOOD IN BOGOTA.

Q\le WATCHING THINGS GROW .
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WE WANTED To BULLD A pPOSITWE AND
PERCEFYL COMMUNITY. |T FELT GooD T
BE PPRT OF A COLLECTIVE NEIGH BOUR HooD
PROJECT.

OUR TOOLS WERE LENT TO uS BY THE
0L0 MEN OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD .
THEY PLSO SHARED THEIR KNOWLEDGE
AND GUIDED QUR WORK .

D

WE HAD NO SPECIFIC (EPDERS. WE
ENCOURRGED (OLLABORATION,
CoOMMUNITY ORGANISATION AND
FOOD SOVERE|6GNTY. BUT WE HAD
VERY LIMITED MATERIALS TO
WORK WITH.

WE WERE REALLY PROUD OF QUR GARDEN
AND THE |NTERGENERATIONAL LINKS WE
MADPE THERE. OFTEN DISCOURSE AROUND
BOGOTRS TROUBLES CAN BE VERY
POLAR\SED BETWEEN TME GENERATIONS.




THE COMMUNITY GARDEN AIM IS TO
ENCOVRAGE ORGANISATION AND FOOD
SOVEREIGNTY . REAL HAPPINESS
DOESNIT COmME FRom CONSUM ING -
THINGS - IT GROWS N THE
SHARED SoiL OF OUR Commun (TY.

| BELIEVE IT IS ABouT EVERYDAY
INTERACTIONS ; OPPORTUNITIES TO TRKE

PIRECT ACTION, HEPL RELATIONSH(PS
AND BUILD PEACE

AT ANY SCALE.

| BELIEVE THAT BUILDING PEACE 1S ABOUT
QUESTIONING OURSELVES AND OUR
BEHRVIOURS, (T 1S LEARNING FROM THE
M(STRKES WE HAVE MADE . BU)LDING PERCE
IS ALLOWING US TO LEARN , AND (ETTING
OURSELVES BE SURPRISED BY THE OTHER .

THE URBAN GARDENING PROJECT STRRTED AS
A RESPONSE TO OUR FOOD INSECURI\TY, BUT
\T BECAME MORE THAN THAT, T BECAME

A SANCTURRY. WHAT WAS HPRVESTED WAS
SHARED AMONG THOSE WORKING ON

THE PROJECT: a

NOT EVERYONE JoINED N WITH THE
ORRDENING, BUT LoTS PPRT|CIPATED BY
TAKING ORGANIC WASTE TO THE
COMPOSTER . WE PLANTED

VEGETRBLES, BLACKBERRY,

Wio, pnp
LEGUMES .

'T WAS NOT ALWAYS EASY, BUT WE TRIED
T0 PERSEVERE. OVR GARDEN FELT LIKE AN
IMPORTANT STEP |N MODELLING ANOTHER
WRY OF BEING AS A COMMUNITY, AND
TRCKLING CONFUICT (N A HEALTHY WAY.
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