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Kurdistan

Our research explores the lived experiences, aspirations, and frustrations
of Kurdish millennials—often referred to as “Generation 2000”—who have
come of age under Kurdish self-rule in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI).
Based on extensive fieldwork, including in-depth interviews and focus
group discussions conducted between 2018 and 2021,our research offers
a rare and vivid portrayal of a generation navigating the tensions of
post-conflict recovery, entrenched political stagnation, and mounting
economic uncertainty. Unlike their parents, these young Kurds carry no
direct memory of Saddam Hussein’s regime, yet they inherit its trauma
while facing a new wave of disillusionment under an autonomous, yet
increasingly fragile, governance structure.

Moving beyond macro-political narratives, our research foregrounds the
voices of youth who stand at the intersection of resilience and resignation.
From political disengagement and social frustration to grassroots activism
and the psychological toll of brain drain, this study delves into the cultural
and structural forces shaping the lives of this young generation. Their
stories reveal not only the burdens they bear but also the radical hope and
creativity they bring to imagining a different future. Through this comic
book, we aim to communicate their realities in a format that is accessible,
human-centered, and urgent—inviting readers to engage with the
complex and compelling dynamics of youth, identity, and agency in
contemporary Kurdistan.




THE KURDISTAN REGION (KRI) 1S A
SEM1 -AVTDNO MoUS AREA OF NORTHERN
IRAR. IT  WAS ESTABLISHED FOLLOWING
THE PERIOD OF WESTERN INTERVENTION
IN THE REGION AND THE TOPPLING OF

THE BA/ATH REGIME IN 2.005.

WAR AND ETHNIC CLEANSING UNDER

SADDAM  HUSSEIN'S BA'ATH REGIME

MARK THE HISTORY OF THE KURDISH
PEOPLE IN |RAG..

~

IN 2003 WHILE THE REST OF IRAR
VESCENDED INTZ SECTARIAN STRIFE,

TME  KRI JOYED PEACE AND
ST\B\LI A

STARTED TO FLOVRISH .

OlL WAS A B0 PART OF THiS SHORT-LIVED

PROSPER (TY. THE KURPS WERE PROMW(SED

THAT REVENVE FLOWS FRom BAOHOAD

AND EXPORTS FROM THE KQI'S OIL EIELDS
COULD END POVERTY.

AN

THE NEW OIL WEALTH BEOAN TO FUND
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW KURD (SH
MIDDLE CLASS | RESULTING N A
TWOo-TIER SOCIETY .

WHILE MONEY D10 FLow INTD THE
RE@ION ) LITTLE HAS REACHED OR
TRICKLED DOWN TO ORDINARY
PEOPLE, EITHER DIRECTLY OR
\WN D(RECTLY.




THE YEARS OF ECONOMIC BOOM TVANED
TO BUST (N 201k, TRIGLERED BY THE SHOCKS
OF A FPALLING OIL PRICE RND THE CONFLICT
WITH THE SO-CAUED ISLANMIC STATE(1S1S)

_THE ECONOMIC RECESSION \S FRUSTARTING

AN ENTIAE GENERATION OF KURDISH YOUTH,

WHO ARE BEARING THE BRUNT.
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IN COMMON WITH MANY DEVELOPIN(
NANONS, KR.\S POPULATION IS VERY
YOUNG, ALMOST ONE THIRD AGED (5-19,
AND A FURTHER 12% ROED (0-I4 .

THIS YouNG POPULATION STAND oN THE
VERGE 0F A NEW PHPGE |N TMEIR LIVES,
ComeLE TING EDUCKTION | FINDING
EMpLoNmENT | AND GETTING MARRIED .

THE KRL \S VULNERPBLE TO ouTSIDE THRERTS
AND A GREAT DEGREE OF POLITICAL INSTRBILITY .
TME FEELING OF INSECURITY NEVER ENDS.
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THIS CREATES A VERY Hi6H DEPENDENCY
RATIO, RERUIRING THE GOVERNMENT To
NAVE RELEVANT PROGRAMMES TO MEET
THEIR SPECIFIC HEALT AND EDVCATION
~ NEEDS . BUT RECENT YEARS HAS
SEEN A PECLINE
N\, A
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THE DESIRE FOR CHANGE AND DEMOCRATIS ATON
HAS LEO T YOUTH ORGANISED ANT |-GOVERNMENT
PROTE(TS. (N DECEMBER 2070, AT LEAST

NINE YouNG PEOPLE WERE KILLED OR INJURED
WITRIN ONLY A WEEK OF PROTESTS .




[’'m A MEMPRER OF WHRT THEY CALL
GENERATION 12000.

APPARENTLY My GENERATION HAS NO
MEMORY OF DECADES OF REPRESS (ON
AND VioLENCE.

WE ARE MEANT TO BE LIVING [N A4 POST CONELICT

LAND™ BUT T poes NOT ALWAYS FEEL THAT
WAY !

\F THERE IS NO PEALE,
THERE'S NO FUTVRE .

THE RuLiNG PPRATIES TRY TO SCARE US (NTD
KEEPING THE STATUS Quo. THEXY ENCOUVRROE
US TO THINK OF POLITICS IN ZERO-Sum OR
APOCALYPTIC TERMS . BUT MY GENERNTION

IS DISCONNECTED .

THERE 1S NO TRUST IN THE RULING PARTIES OR
ANY GOVERNMENT BUREPVCRACY . WE NEED A
REVOLUT\ON TUAT TRANSFORMS THE

EXISTING  PoL(TICAL SYSTEM/




T™E GENERATIONAL GAP IS A SERIOUS
ISSUE. WE ARE TRAPPED BETWEEN THE

STAUGGLE AOAINST OPPRESSION AND THE
GLORIOUS REBELL(ONS OF THE PAST.

THERE (S THIS FEELINO THAT THE
OLDER GENERATION EXPECTS YOUN(
PEOPLE TO BE‘GRATEFUL" FoR WHAT
HAS BEEN ACHIEVED. BUT WE DON'T
HAVE A DIRECT mEMORY OF THE

PAST AND THEIR ASPIRATIONS ARE
DIFFERENT T® gygps .

0T BELIEVE IN DUR POTENTIAL . TMEY DON'T
?&’M Afrg Nch\N"“@é‘r eeBTVER THAN THIS . OUR VNDERSTANDING
OF PATALOT\SM IS DIFFERENT FRom THEIRS . I'm NOT
INTERESTED N WHAT @oL(TICAL PARTY SOMEONE JOINS,
AND | DONIT FEEL ANY PPRTICULAR |DENTIFICATION WITH

ONE MYSELF.

THIC HARD-FOUGHT AUTONOMOYS STRATUS
FOR vS IT’S ABOUT PUSHING FOR \$ JUST THE BEGINNING FOR US; AND
CHANGE AND |NSTITUTIONAL REFORM O0UR FUTURE DOES NOT Lo0k BRipHT
TO C(AEATE A BETTER FUTURE .




MosST PEOPLE MY AGE DON'T BELIEVE
THAT ELECTIONS WOULD BRiNG ABOUT
CUANGE. POLITICIANS NEVER PRIOR(MISE
YouNG PEOPLE. THEY HEPR US BUT
THEY DO NOT LISTEN Tb US .

TUERE ARE SOME ORGANISRTIONS THAT
YoU CAN GET (NVOLVED W(TH, BVT
THEY RPPEAR TO HAVE LITTLE [mpeACT.

| GLESS TS UNDERSTANDABLE THAT
My PEERS FEEL TMAT THEY HAVE TO

FOcUS ON TRYING To "SAVE THEMSELVES'

OUR FREEDOM OF SPEECH \S UNDER THREAT
IN TME K.R.l1. | AN ALWAYS VERY CAREFUL
WHEN | SPEAK, | ASSUME THERE ARE
'PARASTIN® (mTELu@ENcE) AGENTS AMOUNG
SOME OF TME ATTENDEES.

T DOESN'T HELP THAT AULING
EL\TES ARE CORRUPT. THMEY ARE
WORKING FOR THEIR QWN BENEF(T.
THERE \S ALSO A LACK OF SPACE
FOR YOUTH TO EXPRESS
THEMSELVES FREELY AND

MOBILISE FOR CHANGE -

EVEN F you Do TRY AND SPEAK UP VoV
CANT EASILY SPREAD AWARENESS W iTHoUT
PARTY INTERFERENCE, THEY WANT TO
MONOPOLISE THE pLATFORM .

THE LACK OF FREE MEDIA 1S AN OBSTACLE
TO KNOW(NG THE TRUTH. 1T (S CORRURT AND
PPRROTS THE OFFICIAL LINE. ALTHOVGH SOCIAL
MEOIA 1S A PLACE TO EXPRESS OUR IDEAS...




e YouNG PEOPLE DON'T KNOW wWHAT TO Do.
THEY DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY WANT.

—_—

| FEEL CONFUSED, LOST AND HOPELESS
ALOT oF THe TIME. ITS EVEN HARDER
IF YOU'RE A woman. THERE'S
PRESSURE AND EXPECTATIONS ON
WOMEN IN 0yR SOCIETY. &
| WORRY A LOT ABOUT MYy EDUCATION AND
EMPLOYMENT. YUE GOT DREAMS OF MYy
FUTURE CARREER AND | HOPE | CAN MAKE [T.
| W
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| FIND AT DIEFICULT TO EXPRESS MY THOUGHTS \
WITH MY FAMILY, THEY TELL Mg, “You ARE
A GIAL) THIS IS NoT FOR You
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MY BROTMER DOES NOT WANT ME TO
TAKE JUST ANY J0B, HE HAS To  /
APPROVE -




OUR FAMILIES WIELD HUGE INFLUENCE OVER US. MY
FRIENDS ARE DETERRED FROM EXPRESSING THEMSELVES,
OR  SPERKING OPENLY ABOUT THEIR WISHES FOoR THE

FUTURE OF THEIR COUNTRY AND THEMSELVES .

: EVEN THOUGH | HAVE BEEN TO UN(VERS(TY
WE DON/T HAVE (00D EPUCATION AND 1M NOT CERTRIN | HAVE TUE kNOW(EDGE
CAN'T AFFORD PRIVATE TUITION L(KE SOME . | NEED FOR P PROFESS|(ONAL L(FE .
WE CANNOT ySE EDUCATION ASp kEY TO

PUT | WORK HARD AS 1D LOVE T0 (EARN
FINDING JOBS . R LANGUAGE OR (oMPVTER SKILLS .

WHPT WE NEED ARE SKILLS THAT ARE
RELEVANT FoR THE DIGITISED AGE WE
LIVE \N.

IT WoULD WELP |F WE WERE GIVEN
MORE FREEDOM TO DEBRTE, TO EXPLORE
CRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM
SOLVING .




OPPORTUNITIES ARE NUMBERED (N
KURDISTAN . | PLAN T® MoVE

CHANCE IN LIFE

™ A Ble CITY T HAVE A BETTER

THE 2014 ECONOMIC
CRISIS AND THE
WAR MADE THINGS
DIFFICULT.

THE GOVERNMENT, THE KR6, FROZE PUBLIC
EMPLOYMENT AND INTRODUCED HARSH

AVSTER(TY MERSURES. TMEY SLASHED PuBLIC
SALARIES,

AND THESE ARE THE onLy TYPES
0F J0BS AvalLABLE \
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DESPITE SoME OLIMMERS OF HOoPE FOR
CHANGES IN ouR SOCIETY, | CANNOT BE
CERTRIN OF EMPLOYMENT. NEPOTISM
STILL PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN WHAT'S
AVAILABLE To You

THE PANDEM IC MADE THE S(TVATION WORSE.

FURTHER [NCREPSING YouTH UNEMPLOYMENT,
ESPECIALY FOR YoUuNG WOMEN .

THE KR.1.HAS AN ABYSMAL EMPWOYMENT
RECORD. TUE COMBINATION OF YOUTH BULGE,
FROZEN PUBLIC SECTOR EMPLONIMENT AND
SPENDING TS HAS RESULTED |N GREATER
AND MORE CHRONIC UNEMPLOYMENT,
CREATNO FURTHER DIVISION
N SOCIETY.

WHAT CAN | 00, BUT
HOPE .




S0 MANY PEOPLE MY AGE FEEL DISCONTENTED,
EXCLUDED AND MARGINALISED.

WEIRE ALL TRYING TO FIND waYS TD
SUCCEED, DESP ITE THE LACK OF

OPPORTUN(TIES. )

EVEN THOUGH | GRADUATED TDP
OF my CLASS, I'm NOT SURE |
WILL FIND A JoB.

| DO NOT know THE RIGHT PEOPLE
WHO CAN HELP mg.

MY COUNTRY |S BUILT ON A SYSTEM
THRTlREQUlRES UNWAVER INp LOYALTY
AND “WASTRY, o) CONNECTVONS TD
GET J0BS .

GENERATION.
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THERE'S A LACK OF PROSPECTS AND EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITIES. AND THIS 1S OMPOUNTDED BY A

LACk OF INTEREST, A BAD ECONOMY AND
A BRD POLITICAL STUATION . N—
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'M PART pF. THE ’WA\TH000‘>
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I'm §o FRUSTRATED | WANT TO SHOUT

g\: uiske:f\:fo\?:\;&wt%% Docq Egeesmne\{ va%:\cjaSee OVT BYT my FAMILY TEWS ME NOT TO
ARE STILL UNMARRIED; THEY DON'T HAVE A ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES THAT DEMAND

SOURCE OF (NCOME, DOWRY GOLD 0R AN CHANGE FRom GOVERN MENT, puT AT
ABILITY To PAY ALL THE OTHER EXPENSES THE SAME TIME THEY waNT METO
0F MARRIAGE ! GET MARRIED AS S0ON PAS Qoss(BLE

DIVORCE
PAPERS

MANY PEOPLE | KNOW HAVE STRRTED
TAKING ABOUT LEAVING THE COUNTRY.
\ ALSO DREAM ABOUT MIGRATING,
WE'RE (ONSTANTLY TOLD THAT WE
CAN'T CHANGE REALITY | THAT WE
CANNOT FIX (T, THRT s WHY | WANT
TO LEAVE . ‘

ﬁ | PEEL AS (F (‘m TRAPPED
PETWEEN A Rock anD A
A\ HARD PLACE.

D ravni Ed.

'™ AN OPTIMISTIC PERSON BUT
YUE REACHED TERO PO(NT.
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N A 10 (OVE TO 60 ABRORD, TO LNMPROVE MY SKILLS
8/ /[ AN TMEN RETVRN T CoNTRIGUTE AND To SERVE
N, MY PEOPLE. BUT | AM STILL UNDEC(DED BECRUSE

OF MY PARENTS .




BORDER. Some FROLE T pEATU/
v,

\ \\ “
V7 3
W - ///{[‘. :

- ol
ey S

AND THERE ARE RISKS TO LEAVING . LAST YEAR THousANDS OF (RRQL'S, mosTLy FRom
KR.l. FLED THE COUNTRY WITK mMANY ENDING UP STRANDED AT THE BELARUS [ PoLAND

OTHERS HPVE RISKED THEIR LIVES ON DINGY BOATS
CROSSIN© THE SEAS.
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WE ARE AL TRYING TD DEVELOP LOPING
STRATEGIES: SOME PEOPLE SEE THE
SoLUTION To BECOME PART OF THE
SYSTEN, DES PITE BEING FRUSTRATED
BY IT- THEY DON'T WANT TO BE
PART OF THE BRAIN DRAIN.

WE ALL PICTURE P BETTER FUTURE FOR
KURDISTAN| BUT WE ARE CONFUSED
AND CONFL(cTED ABOUT HOW TV
ACHIEVE (T.

We WANT THE RULING ELITE TO
DELIEVER ON THE(R PROMISES OF A
600D LIFE. BUT TOO OFTEN THEY
FOUS ON “MORE IMPORTANT
POLATICAL (S VES, SUCH AS DISPVTES
WH BAGHDAD , INDEPENDENCE AND
SECVRITY,

SINCE K.R.1. IS CONSTANTLY WAIMNG
FOR BETTER DAYS To COmE, OUR

“WRAITHOOP" 1S DESTINED To BE TIED
T THE“WAITHO0D" OF KVRDISTRN,

A STATE (N THE MAKING.
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